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Greater Fort Erie chamber of commerce president Stephen Passero says the Ontario Lottery and Gaming Corporation's plans to close the slots at the Fort Erie Racetrack are a 'crushing blow' to 
the town and its businesses. Read more about it in this week's issue. 
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Chamber president says closure 
will affect every facet of Fort Erie 


Fort Erie Times 

When Stephen Passero, 
president of the Greater Fort 
Erie Chamber of Commerce, 
heard the Ontario Lottery 
and Gaming Corporation’s 
announcement on 

Wednesday morning to 
close the slots facility at Fort 
Erie Race Track on April 30, 
he says it was a disappoint¬ 
ing day for the community. 

Fort Erie is one of three 
border communities in 
Ontario, including Windsor 
and Sarnia, who will see 
their slots facilities close. 

Passero says the chamber 
recognizes the closure of 
the OLG Slots will have a 
devastating impact on the 

About 220 people cur¬ 
rently employed at the slots 
and 100 people at Fort Erie’s 
racetrack are affected by 
this news. 

“This is a crushing blow 
to Fort Erie’s economy and 
to employees and residents 
who live here.” 


When he heard the news 
the slots would be closing, 
Passero says it felt like “the 
rug had been pulled out 
from under Fort Erie.” 

“I can Just imagine the 
discussion around the din¬ 
ner table when employees 
tell their spouses and their 
families what has hap¬ 
pened.” 

The closure of the slots 
will have an impact on the 
future of Fort Erie’s race¬ 
track. The province is com¬ 
mitted to seeing the 2012 
racing season continue as 
planned but the fate of the 
racetrack is unknown after 
that, says Passero. 

“The province has their 
reasons and we don't agree 
with them.” 

The closure will also have 
an impact on the Town’s 
budget for 2013 because the 
slots and racetrack have 
raised somewhere in the 
neighbourhood of $1.5 mil¬ 
lion in revenue every year 
for the Town, says Passero. 

“Everything is in question 
for 2013. Given the immense 


contribution the racetrack 
provides to our local econ¬ 
omy, this is a serious 

The Town’s councillors 
will receive a briefing on 
Monday about how the loss 
of the slots will affect the 
community. 

"Councillors will sit down 
and seriously revaluate the 
funding knowing that in 12 
months, that funding will 

Passero adds that the clo¬ 
sure will affect every facet 
in the town from loci busi¬ 
nesses to tourism. 

“This will have a negative 
impact in Fort Erie. I doubt 
there is anybody in our town 
that will not be affected. 
This closure will literally 
take money out of the pock¬ 
et of every resident.” 

Going forward, Passero 
says the chamber of com¬ 
merce has indicated that it 
would be willing partners 
with surrounding munici¬ 
palities and the province to 
develop a strategy to miti¬ 
gate the loss of the slots. 
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Larry Flynn, the Ontario Lottery and Gaming Corporation's vice-president of gaming, addressing 
the media at Town Hall on Wednesday. 

'The most difficult thing I've 
ever had to do 1 
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A top executive with the 
Ontario Lottery and Gaming 
Corporation (OLG) said 
announcing layoff notices 
to about 220 people is one 
of the most challenging 
things someone in a posi¬ 
tion like his has to do. 

"It's probably the most 
difficult thing I've ever had 


to do in my life," said Larry 
Flynn, senior vice-presi¬ 
dent of gaming for the 
OLG. 

He addressed questions 
from reporters at Town Hall 
on Wednesday, about an 
hour after employees at the 
Fort Erie Racetrack Slots 
were told their place of 
employment will be closing 
on April 30. 

The announcement is the 
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result of the provincial gov¬ 
ernment moving forward 
with a requested strategy 
submitted by the OLG and 
what it needs to do to pro¬ 
vide more efficient opera¬ 
tions at its sites across 
Ontario. 

"This was one of those 
actions," he said. 

He said that when gam¬ 
ing was at its best in Ontario, 
about $800 million per year 
was generated. Now, that 
number is around $100 mil¬ 
lion. 

Fort Erie and two other 
border communities in 
Ontario (Windsor and 
Sarnia) were also part of 
Wednesday's announce¬ 
ment and will also see their 
slots facilities close. 

"With OLG's plan to mod¬ 
ernize the province's lottery 
and gaming sector, we will 
create some 2,300 net new 
industry jobs and about 
4,000 service sector jobs. 
Gaming will be more con¬ 
venient for customers, prof¬ 
itable for Ontario taxpayers 
and safer with our gold 
standard approach to 
responsible gaming," said 
OLG president and chief 
executive officer Rod 
Phillips. 

SeePage 11 
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Veteran trainer usually optimistic about the future 


Fort Erie Times 

Consortium. 

Since the 

at the Fort Erie Racetrack dropped on Fort Erie that would receive from slot rev- 
over the last 40 years. the slots at the racetrack will enues until March 2013. 

The horse trainer who be closed April 30, Gonzalez 

recorded his 1,000th career says he has fielded several ___ 

win at the track last year, ema ji s an d phone calls from make any : 

says he is normally very other people in the industry asked, 

optimistic about the historic who are stationed at other “ 
border oval and the prob- tracks in North America, hopes as many horsepeople 

lems it has faced being rec- that do norma u y set up in as possible will participate 

tified...but when he looks Fort Erie when the season hi the — ' 

ahead to the 2013 season, 0 pens. 
that optimism has slightly 

"Some people might think (“haTthT 115th season"at'the „ . . 

they would never hear these Fort Er i e Racetrack is still on have a down year.” 
words come out JJf Nick schedule and th at it is cru . S ue Leslie is the presi- 
cial for them 


But overall, Gonzalez 


Gonzalez's mouth, but we're 
in trouble," he said while 
speaking to the Times from 
Florida. 


be a part of dent of the HBPA and she 
also stressed the impor- 
of people involved i 


've always tried 

,,.„.e optimism and contin- the industry making their 
But the decorated trainer ued e3dste nce for Fort Erie way back to Fort Erie before 
who also runs at Woodbine ( Racetrac k) for the longest theseason kicks off in May. 
ime,"hesaid. 

"As difficult 


i Toronto, says the horse 
racing industry isn't going 
to just sit back and let the 
provincial government 
crumble its operation. 

"We're not going down 
without a fight," said 
Gonzalez, who is the vice- 
president of the Horsemen's 


re still v 


"The last thing we need 
s it may for horse people 
it to put a show up and 
2012," he she said. 

See Page 11 
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this year," Nj c k Gonzalez, a trainer at the Fort Erie Racetrack for the last 40 years, at the Prince of Wales 
post-position draw in 2010. 


—the audio l oft— 




/^MORTGAGE 
HV INTELLIGENCE® 

FSCO Lie 10428 5770 Hurontario St., Ste 600, Mississauga, ON 

• Better than Bank Rates for qualified clients 

• 95% financing/30year including 5% cash 
back & borrowed downpayment options 

• Self Employed - many options available 


905 - 382-4442 

| winger Visit www.randywinger.c 



Dis 


Did you know...? 

. There is a diabetic amputation every 
30 seconds worldwide 

• Diabetic foot amputation is a leading 
cause of admission to hospital in 
North America 




• An innocent foot blister is the most frequent 
cause of diabetic foot ulcers & amputations. 

Not looking after your feet may cost you your life 

Dr. Bruce Rosenberg, MD 

Advanced Foot and Diabetic Wound Care 

Call now for an appointment 

*No Referal Needed 


(If Diabetic) 

COVERED BY OHIP 


By Appointment - Ample Free Parking 


905 - 646-7496 

211 Martindale Rd., 
Huntington Plaza, 
























4 Fort Erie Times • Saturday, March 17, 2012 

Regional councillor and former mayor lashes out at province 


Kris Dube 

Fort Erie Times 

John Teal is not impressed 
with the provincial govern- 

Fort Erie's regional coun¬ 
cillor and former mayor 
addressed the media briefly 
on Wednesday, after sitting 
in on a meeting with Town 
officials and representa¬ 
tives from the Ontario 
Lottery and Gaming 
Corporation (OLG). 

He was blunt and forward 
with his words, saying the 
province's plans to close 
the slots at the Fort Erie 
Racetrack are a "terrible 
mistake." 

Clearly becoming emo¬ 



John Teal 


tional. Teal said he marvels 
at the notion that the prov¬ 
ince's plans to modernize 
its gaming system will cre¬ 
ate jobs across the prov- 


kk 

This makes me 
sick” 

—John Teal 


ince, many less than what 
the folding of the horse rac¬ 
ing industry would involve. 

The horse racing industry 
in Ontario directly employs 
about 60,000 people and 
racetracks depend on reve¬ 
nues from the slot machines 
that neighbour them. 

"This makes me sick," he 
said twice. 

"This is an asinine gov¬ 
ernment. This is absolutely 
ridiculous." 

The regional councillor 
also feels the province 
needs a better understand¬ 
ing of how much munici¬ 
palities that host slots-at- 
racetrack facilities depend 
on the revenue they gener¬ 
ate for their own base bud¬ 
gets. 


"This is a tremendous 
blow to Fort Erie... it's not a 
good day." 

Teal was also frustrated 
with the lack of comment 
heard from the opposition 
parties. 

"They're letting Dalton 
McGuinty operate like he's 
running a majority govern- 

Chief executive officer of 
the FELRC, Jim Thibert, 
who is also the EDTC's gen¬ 
eral manager, made similar 
comments when he was 
asked earlier in the week 
about the OLG's announce¬ 
ment that the slots-at -race- 
track program would be 
abolished. 

He expects more will be 
known about the long-term 
situation when provincial 
politicians deliberate 
Ontario's budget at the end 
of the month and the rec¬ 
ommendations brought 
forward by the finance min¬ 
ister will be voted on. 

With a Liberal minority 
government, Thibert hopes 
other New Democratic 


Party and Conservative seat 
holders in the provincial 
legislature will challenge 
the recommendation and 
strategy for the OLG. 

"Just because the govern¬ 
ment of the day wants to do 
something, it doesn't mean 
they can," said Thibert. 

Following the comments 
made by Duncan on 
Monday, Thibert said there 
are "absurdities" that lie 
within the recommenda- 

He feels information valid 
evidence on the economic 
impact of the proposed 
changes should be made 
available, along with more 
detail about how the strat¬ 
egy would be implement¬ 
ed. 

If the racing industry in 
Ontario does crumble 
under the government's 
power, along with slots 
facilities that are attached 
to racetracks... it could 
mean about 65,000 jobs 
would be lost. 

"That doesn't seem to be 
a very good start," said 


Thibert. 

Although he couldn't 
make any predictions on 
what the future may hold... 
Thibert says the tracks and 
slots holds the best chance 
at staying alive if members 
of provincial parliament 
challenge the minister's 
recommendations. 

"They're either going to 
cry wolf and run like hell 
and let the Liberals do what 
they want... or they're going 
to stand up and demand 
the government changes its 

What also concerns 
Thibert is the lack of con¬ 
versation there has been 
between the minister's 
office and representatives 
from the horse racing 
industry or people from the 
individual racetrack-slots 
facilities in Ontario. 

There should have been 
some consultation and 
there hasn't been." 

Niagara Falls member of 
provincial parliament Kim 
Craitor says he is commit¬ 
ted to finding a solution for 
the historic track and doing 
so is something he is famil¬ 
iar with, being part of strik¬ 
ing the deal that has kept 
the facility open until the 
end of the 2012 season, 
which was long before the 
facility's financial woes 

When it comes to gam¬ 
ing, Craitor says the race¬ 
track simply would not be 
able to survive if the slots 
were removed, since it 

of revenue it receives from 
the slots co-existing next 

"There's not enough peo¬ 
ple that go to racetracks 
anymore," said Craitor. 

Prior to the slots being 
added to the mix in 1999, 
Craitor said many horse¬ 
men were hesitant about its 
merits because they felt it 
would take away from the 
amount of patrons at the 

"It really wasn't support¬ 
ed by the horse racing 
industry at the time," said 
Craitor. 

Like many other officials 
in the area, Craitor says he 
will do what he can to keep 
the track going for more 
than just the upcoming sea- 

"I'm going to keep trying 
to find a way to keep fund¬ 
ing this racetrack." 
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'We're not going to take this 
lying down , 1 says mayor 


Before it was officially 
announced that the slots 
would be closing, finance 
minister Dwight Duncan 
laid out his plans to re-struc- 
ture the Ontario Lottery and 
Gaming Corporation (OLG) 
with a list of recommenda- 

On Monday, Duncan held 
a press conference in 
Toronto to highlight a new 
'strategic direction' that 
would involve a moderniza¬ 
tion of how the OLG oper- 

The government has 
directed the OLG to imple¬ 
ment a number of proposals 
such as a reconfiguration of 
the number of gaming sites 
and a tailoring of the types 
of activities made available 
at each site. 

"We are focused, more 
than ever, on balancing the 
budget while continuing to 
provide the best education 
and health care in the world. 
Modernizing the OLG's 
operations and business 
model is an example of how 
we are ensuring our assets 
are delivering the greatest 
value to taxpayers," said the 
fiance minister in a press 
release. 

The Fort Erie Racetrack is 
about to start its 115th sea¬ 
son in May under the third 
and final year of it being 
operated as a non-profit 
organization that receives 
$5.6 million per year from 
the province to keep it open. 
This resulted in the forma¬ 


tion of the Fort Erie Live 
Racing Consortium 
(FELRC), comprised of rep¬ 
resentatives from the Fort 
Erie Economic Development 
and Tourism Corporation 
(EDTC), the Town of Fort 
Erie and the Horsemen's 
Benevolent and Protective 
Agency (HBPA). 

"We had a feeling it was 
coming," said Martin, who 
also scoffed at the timing of 
the announcement, when 
many people are away from 
their desks during March 
Break. 

Martin said if this recom¬ 
mendation does move for¬ 
ward, it would be devastat¬ 
ing. 

"He's going to cut the 
heart out of an entire indus¬ 
try and cut the heart out of 
Fort Erie," he said. 

Fort Erie, along with the 
other 16 municipalities in 
Ontario that host slots facili¬ 
ties, are dependent on the 
revenue it generates for 
operation, infrastructure 
improvements... also pro¬ 
viding a cushion for the 
general levy. 

Martin also feels these 
changes being part of a plan 
to build a new casino in 
Toronto, points to the prov¬ 
ince playing favourites with 
the big city. 

"They want to give every¬ 
thing to Toronto and say 
'hell' to all of rural Ontario," 
said Martin. 

The Corporation of the 
Town of Fort Erie has two 
options when it comes to 
losing slot revenues 


increase for residents, or 
eliminating the health and 
wellness department and its 
physician recruitment pro- 

The Town will still benefit 
until the Ontario Lottery 
and Gaming Corporation 
(OLG)'s fiscal year ends on 
March 31, 2013 with an esti¬ 
mated $1.3 million. 

"After that, it's all gone," 
said mayor Doug Martin. 

Last year, the OLG 
removed 400 slot machines 
from the local site, reducing 
the amount to half a remain¬ 
ing 401. 

When this took 
place, mayor 
Martin said it was 
anticipated that 
$750,000 in addi¬ 
tional revenue 
would be received 
by the Town. 

He's wondering 
what happened. 

"The extra 

$750,000 never 
materialized." 

This is one of 
the many issues 
that will be raised 
when council re¬ 
adjourns this 
Monday and the 
municipality can 
formulate a plan. 

"We're not going 
to take this lying 
down, we're going 
to keep fighting 
this thing," said 
Martin, 

"We've 


About 100 full-time extra jobs 
affected by slots closure 


> Privatization 
would require 
"major stake¬ 
holders" 

Not only will 210 slots 
employees be out of a job 
on April 30, but pink slips 
will also be handed to 
about to about 100 peo¬ 
ple whose paycheques 
are signed by the Fort 
Erie Live Racing 
Consortium (FELRC). 
There are 90 to 100 full¬ 


time equivalents in food 
and beverage, mainte¬ 
nance and security who 
are employed by the con¬ 
sortium but also take 
shifts at the slots. 

"This announcement 
throws us a lot of loops," 
said FELRC chief execu¬ 
tive officer Jim Thibert. 

One option that has 
been raised would be the 
privatization of the gam¬ 
ing model, which Thibert 
said would be broken 


into eight regions across 
the province, if it was 
based on an option that 
was considered when 
casinos and slots facili¬ 
ties in Ontario were on 
the table. 

Thibert said this would 
require "major stake¬ 
holders" to become 
involved, after a long 
political process that 
would need to unravel. 

"It would be too long 
for us." 
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our editorial 

Powwow is a 
'celebration' of culture 


In last week's issue, the caption 
on the front page photo caused 
someone from the local native com¬ 
munity to ask a few questions. 

It was a photo of the Fort Erie 
Native Friendship Centre's mid¬ 
winter powwow and it read 'A pow¬ 
wow party,' which we have learned 
was offensive to some people. 

For that, we are apologetic and 
want to assure the community that 
it wasn't our intention to put the 
wrong spin on such an important 
part of Fort Erie's population. 

The word 'party' is what has 
turned some heads and we have 
come to realize that a better head¬ 
line may have been 'a celebration of 
native culture' or 'powwow focuses 
on local heritage.' 

The powwow is a very sacred 
event and is something e always 
love covering annually. 

We would like to use this editorial 
as an opportunity to ask for forgive¬ 


ness over the photo headline, trust¬ 
ing that it was not meant to be 
offensive or glorify stereotypes in 
the native community. 

The Fort Erie Native Friendship 
Centre and the aboriginal popula¬ 
tion in town are vital assets in the 
community and that is what they 
should be recognized for and surely 
are on a regular basis. 

We appreciate the phone call that 
came into the editorial department 
this week, because without it... we 
wouldn't have known that some 
people did not approve of last 
week's front page photo. 

Newspapers get feedback all the 
time and in many occasions, report¬ 
ers and editors can learn a lot from 
it. 

This is one of those cases. 


-KrisDuU 



Do You Remember? 


Our thanks to leanette 
Beroud, Robert Tripp and 
Cliff and Linda Foebel 
for identifying the 
Ridgeway senior boys' 
players, left to right, 
Albert Opatovsky and 
lack Foebel in this game 


that saw Ridgeway 
Crystal Beach High 
School pitted against 
Pelham High. 

This week's photo 
shows two award win¬ 
ning young people with 
two group leaders. On 


the back is written 
"Crusaders" and 1981. If 
you know anyone in the 
photo or where and why 
it was taken, please call 
the Museum at 894-5322 
or e-mail us at museum@ 


Fort Erie dealt a hand that will be difficult to recover from 



Editor's Notebbok 
This was a week I think 
everyone wants to forget, 
but unfortunately it's 
going to be in our minds 
for a long time. 

The closure of the Fort 


Erie Racetrack Slots is 
going to crumble this 
town if a solution to this 
problem isn't found. 

I'm confident some 
local officials from the 
Town of Fort Erie and the 
Economic Development 
and Tourism Corporation 
will do their best to "make 
it all better" for the lack 
of a better term... but this 
week's news is awful. 

We'll be able to see all 
the negative impacts 
unfold right in front of us. 


To start, over 200 peo¬ 
ple are going to be without 
jobs. This is always terri¬ 
ble whenever an estab¬ 
lishment closes, whether 
it's a factory, a retail outlet 
or a restaurant. 

But the real kicker in 
this situation is how many 
ways this will spread into 
the entire community. 

Since 1999, the slots 
has generated over $33 
million for the Town of 
Fort Erie and for various 
purposes the money has 


been well-spent. 

The Fort Erie Racetrack, 
the Town's largest employ¬ 
er relies on the slots to 
operate and it will need to 
find a new formula for 
next season, since there is 
a recommendation in this 
same plan to re-arrange 
the Ontario Lottery and 
Gaming Corporation 
(OLG) to sever all funding 
to the live-racing indus¬ 
try. 

We all know what that 
means when the agree¬ 


ment between the Fort 
Erie Live Racing 
Consortium and the pro¬ 
vincial government ends 
on March 31, 2013. 

Hopefully I'm wrong 
and those who are put in 
place to rectify the situa¬ 
tion will bring the results 

I really don't want to 
give myself a headstart 
here, but this is where the 
Canadian Motor Speedway 
comes into the race. 

Like every man, woman 


and baby who knows 
about the Fort Erie 
Racetrack, I know how 
important horse racing is 
to our town and wish 
nothing but the best to 
anyone involved with it 
and hope you have many 
more years to come there. 

But if it does fold next 
year, anyone who opposes 
the speedway can live by 
what I'm going to say right 

See Page 7 
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opinion page 


Racetrack is a vital part of the community that must remain open 


Dear Editor, 


I am the chief operating 
officer of the Fort Erie Live 
Racing Consortium and I 
have held this position since 
July 1, 2010 when the con¬ 
sortium leased the opera¬ 
tion of the track from Nordic 
Gaming for a three-year 

Initially I had some trepi¬ 
dation about applying for 
the position when it was 
advertised but two major 
factors swayed me into sub¬ 
mitting my resume. 

Firstly, I worked for the 
Ontario Jockey Club from 
1976 through 1994 and while 


working my way up to the 
position of executive vice 
president, I was deeply 
involved in the operation of 
Fort Erie during the very 
popular August meeting fol¬ 
lowed by the introduction of 
the six month meeting for 
the horsepeople who could 
not compete atthe Woodbine 

I have seen the successes 
that Fort Erie Racetrack has 
enjoyed and the injection of 
enthusiasm and pride it has 
created with the local com¬ 
munity. 

Secondly, my passion for 
thoroughbred racing in 
Ontario and my affinity 
towards keeping the track 


open for years to come were 
compelling factors in pursu¬ 
ing this opportunity. 

I have been involved in 
horse racing in North 
America, South America, 
United States and eight 
countries in Europe and in 
my experience I have never 
sensed a more passionate 
group of employees and 
horsepeople dedicated 
towards the survival of the 
track and its continued 
operation for the long term 

The immense popularity 
of the racing product capti¬ 
vates the immediate area for 
a six month period every 
year and the many residents 


who are employed by the 
track look forward to the 
opening of the season every 

For many of the employ¬ 
ees, it is the only job they 
have ever had and because 
of the unique aspects of the 
business it's the only job 
they can perform. 

This makes their job skills 
"untransferrable” which 
means it would be virtually 
impossible for those who 
work as hot walkers and 
grooms on the backstretch 
to acquire jobs anywhere 
else. 

Other jobs have similar 
limitations as well. 

We have made a lot of 


progress in transforming the 
racing experience at Fort 
Erie into a new and refresh¬ 
ing atmosphere while oper¬ 
ating under a very limited 
marketing budget. 

The level of enthusiasm 
and interest has grown tre¬ 
mendously and we are look¬ 
ing at 2012 as an even more 
exciting season with 59 pro¬ 
motions scheduled over an 
86 day meeting. 

It would be a shame to see 
this momentum halted so 
abruptly with so much at 
stake for horsepeople, 
employees, contractors and 
racing fans. 

The greatest compliment 
paid to Fort Erie by our 


American visitors is that Fort 
Erie is “the Saratoga of the 
North.” This image and 
reputation must continue. 

Please keep Fort Erie 
Racetrack operational for 
the sake of everyone con¬ 
cerned, especially the local 
community of employees, 
horsepeople, restaurant and 
hotel operators and local 
contractors. 


EricG. Cowan 
chief operating officer of 
Fort Erie Racetrack 


Politicians should help 


a town grow, not crush its important industries 


Dear Editor, 

If ever there existed a 
better case study proving 
nice guys finish last, look 
no further than the politi¬ 
cal career of Kim Craitor. 

Riding the coat tails of 
your local MPP- who hap¬ 
pens to sit in the govern¬ 
ment of the day- by all 
accounts should be a good 
thing for your community. 

Great examples abound 
within the Liberal caucus 
like Dwight Duncan in 
Windsor, Rick Bartolucci 
for Sudbury or closer to 


home, Jim Bradley and his 
new hospital in St. 
Catharines. 

Billions of dollars in 
government funding; pork 
barrel politics at it's finest. 

Here in Fort Erie, with 
our economic survival so 
closely tied with public 
policy-wetland legislation, 
LHIN's, urban boundary 
expansion, Places to Grow, 
OLG, Economic Gateway- 
it's too bad the only coat 
tails we get to ride at 
Queen's Park end up at the 
unemployment line! 

Tell your government 


You can't create public 
policy under the guise of 
helping communities pros¬ 
per, only to have that same 
policy kill development, 
chase away investment and 
increase the welfare rolls. 

Public policy should 
encourage prosperity in 
our community, not suck 
the life from it. 

It's hard enough to sur¬ 
vive as a border communi¬ 
ty when a large portion of 
our economic success is 
tied to the misfortunes of a 


stumbling U.S. economy. 

Add into the mix a 
Liberal government that 
keeps changing the rules in 
order to satisfy its reckless 
spending habits, where 
does that leave Fort Erie? 

Sacrificiallambs, thrown 
under a Liberal bus. 

What does an ineffectu¬ 
al Kim Craitor and the resi¬ 
dents of Fort Erie have in 
common? 

Black tire marks on our 
back sides from being run 
over again and again and 

Government can't be 


everything to everyone. 
The people of Fort Erie 
understand that Mr. 
Craitor. 

But in the absence of 
any real leadership or help 
from your Liberal govern¬ 
ment, stop saddling us with 
your job killing policies. 

Stop making unilateral 
decisions at Bay and Yonge 
without first consulting us 
and please get out of the 
way if you're not going to 
help. 

First, our hospital was 
taken away and now we are 
faced with losing our thor¬ 


oughbred racing industry 
and Fort Erie Slots. 

But with only 20 per 
cent of Fort Erie voting for 
Kim Craitor in the last 
election, it becomes pretty 
clear why Dalton, Kim and 
the rest of the Liberals find 
it so easy to insult Fort Erie 
and continuously cast its 
families aside. 


Mike Sansano 
Fort Erie 


Speedway opponents can leave town if project bothers them so much 


From Page 6 

There's the highway, drive 
up it in whichever direction 
you choose and move out of 
town if it's going to bother 
you so much. Someone else 
from out of town will buy 


your house in ten minutes 
for twice the amount you 
paid for it ten years ago, 
because they were attracted 
here by what it can offer the 

Yes it might be a little 
noisy, but it would be the 


sound of something actually 
taking place in town. 

What's next? People rais¬ 
ing a stink about how bad 
the tumbleweed problem is? 
Most likely. 

I'm not saying people who 
truly believe the speedway 


should give up their cause 
because of my opinion, but 
should really sit back and 
look at the big picture. 

This town is falling apart 
because of the provincial 
government and we need 
this project to stay alive. 


The speedway not being 
built would pull the plug on 
Fort Erie and it's already 
hanging onto the outlet, 
frayed and tattered with an 
entire roll of electrical tape 
holding it together. 

If you would like to leave 


me feedback, call me at (905) 
871-3100 ext. 207 or send me 
an email at editorial@fort- 
erietimes.com. 

We would also like to hear 
from slots employees who 
are willing to go "on the 



... Breaking News...our 5 year closed rate is now 3.50% * oac... 


Need a mortgage? 

Our team can help you... 
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Public concerned how slots closure will affect the community 



> Residents 
stopped to 
share their 
thoughts on 
the sad news that 
Fort Erie's slots will 
stop ringing in April 


Robert Ackerman 
end of Fleet, Ackerman 
says the closure of the 


When the news broke 
on Wednesday morning 
that the OLG slots in Fort 
Erie would be closing, it 
shocked many people 
within the community. 

Still, the slots were bus¬ 
ier than ever on Thursday slots will make Fort Erie 
and Robert Ackerman was look like a ghost town, 
one of many to visit the driving its tourism and its 
facility in the afternoon. residents away. 

Ackerman has been “They shouldn't have 
coming to the slots for decided to close the slots 
four years and says he was because it's bad for Fort 
surprised by the news. Erie. It’s just taking one 
With a town that has more thing from a town 
seen the closure of its own that’s had a lot taken 




t Riverside 
Community 
Church 

2669 Niagara Parkway, Fort Erie 

905-871-8880 

We look forward to meeting you! 

Easter:Thy Will, Not Mine. 

Pastor jay Stewart - 9:00 am and 10:30 am 
Full kids ministry up to Grade 5 at 10:30 am service. 


Sherkston BIC 4- 

Join us on W 

Sunday morning at 10:30am. 
Nursery & Toddler Care provided Plus 
Kids Time starting at 10:15 am. 

PASTOR ROB COUIER'S MESSAGE IS 
"DIFFERENT DAY - SAME GOSPEL" 

5348 Sherkton Road, Sherkston 
www.sherkstonbicchurch.com 


Sam Wowk, 
who has been 
coming to the 
slots for four 
years now, says 


Sam Wowk 

he will be sad to see the 

He feels the end of the 
slots is a devastating blow 
to a community that’s 
already lost so much. 

“They’re just taking one 
more thing away from Fort 
Erie and I don’t want to 
see it closed down. I don’t 
know what else to say." 

Robert Wilms visits the 
facility daily because he 
says it’s one of the only 
places to find entertain¬ 
ment in the community. 

“I was upset when I 
found out about the slots 


Gene Pyne 

closing. There is no place 
for entertainment in Fort 
Erie besides bingo which 
is too expensive when 
you’re living on a pen- 

Wilms says he can take 
a few dollars and stretch it 
out over a few hours play¬ 
ing the nickel and penny 
slots. 

With rising gas prices 
and a lack of other enter¬ 
tainment sources in the 
community, he says he's 
not sure what else he will 
do once the facility closes 
its doors for the last time. 


GAIT MAXX 

FOOT CARE & PAIN CLINIC 

Custom Made Foot Orthotics 


MEDICAL 

COMPRESSION 

STOCKINGS 

AVAILABLE 


Orthopedic Footwear 
Available IN STOCK 


Hours: Mon-Fri 9am -5pm 


Preferred Orthotics Provider-Greatwest Life, Teachers, Sunlife, 
Green Shield etc. & other insurance coverage accepted. 


kk 

I think it was a 
short-sighted 
decision that's 
going to rip out 
the heart of Fort 
Erie.” 

— Gale Brion 


Gene Pyne says he vis¬ 
its the slots once a week 
and he feels sorry for the 
more than 200 employees 
who will be out of work at 
the end of April. 

“I think it’s terrible, 
absolutely terrible. The 
loss of jobs will be a terri¬ 
ble blow to Fort Erie. It's 
disappointing.” 

He says he believes the 
closure of the slots will 
have a big impact on tour- 

“A lot of Americans 
come here and spend 
their money. We’re going 
to lose a lot of American 
business." 

William and Regina 
Johnson traveled across 
the river into Canada from 
Buffalo and visited Fort 
Erie’s OLG Slots facility- 
for the last time—and they 


say they are disappoint¬ 
ed. 

They’ve also been visit¬ 
ing Fort Erie’s racetrack 
for the last 55 years, and 
with the closure of the 
slots, they wondered what 
would happen to the race¬ 
track in 2013. 

"They have one more 
season and then what is 
going to happen now that 
the slots are closed? There 
must have been some way 
to keep the slots open?” 

Bob and Gale Brion 
usually visit the slots 
every two weeks and they 
make trips to the racetrack 
every Sunday during the 

The couple say they 
heard about the close of 
the slots by reading local 
news sources and they 
realized it would be a big 
loss for the community. 

“I think it was a short¬ 
sighted decision that’s 
going to rip out the heart 
of Fort Erie,” says Gale 
Brion. 

She says she was con¬ 
cerned more local politi¬ 
cians weren’t in atten¬ 
dance of the meetings that 
took place, with the excep¬ 
tion of regional councillor 
John Teal, who has been 
outspoken against the 
closure of the facility.” 

"John Teal stood up for 
Fort Erie and I give him 
credit for that.” 
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450 garnson rd 905 871 2887 
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Entrepreneurs believe closing slots will be bad for business 


> Everything 
from tourism, 
employment, 
business and 
housing market will 
be affected 


Sarah Ferguson 

The Times 

With the news that 
more than 200 people will 
be out of a job, business 
owners in Fort Erie are 
sure to notice a change in 
their day-to-day opera- 

The OLG Slots at Fort 
Erie’s racetrack will be 
closing April 30 and it's 
“absolutely going to have 
an effect on businesses 
owners,” says Jonathon 
George, manager of the 
Clarion Hotel on the cor¬ 
ner of Buffalo and 
Garrison Roads. 

"I heard the news on 
Wednesday and it was a 
sad disappointing day. 
Our staff felt it as much as 
the workers at the slots 
did. It’s going to have a 
ripple effect within the 
community.” 

George also attended a 
Niagara tourism network¬ 
ing meeting this week 
where he spoke about the 
loss of the slots facility in 
Fort Erie with his col¬ 
leagues who also attend¬ 
ed the meeting. 

“We felt sorry for every¬ 
one in Fort Erie who 
worked there. It’s such a 
big part of the communi¬ 
ty and we rely on the slots 
and the racetrack to draw 
people to Fort Erie.” 

The manager says he 
wondered what would 
happen to the racetrack 
once the slots close. 

George adds the hotel 
won’t see the full impacts 
of the closure of the facil¬ 
ity right away. 

“We'll have a better 
idea of what we have lost 
looking at the numbers 
going into the next few 
months and in the Fall. 
We’re going to lose busi¬ 
ness, that’s for sure.” 

Matthew Kentros, 
owner of Barrel 
Restaurant, says he had 


the same reaction as any 
business owner would— 
concern for the commu¬ 
nity. 

"It’s very bad for the 
town and its very bad for 
business.” 

Kentros says his restau¬ 
rant has been in busi¬ 
nesses for the past 31 
years and about 10 to 15 

kk 

It's very bad for 
business and it's 
very bad for the 
town” 

— Matthew Kentros 


per cent of his business 
comes from traffic drawn 
to the slots and the race- 

“It’s difficult to give an 
exact amount of how 
much business is drawn 
in because of the slots, 
but it is important to the 
business. It’s the traffic to 
the slots and the race¬ 
track that brings people 
to the town and the tour¬ 
ists that pass by and see 
the restaurants.” 

Other business owners 
including Peter 

Koutroulakis, of Old Bank 
Bistro on Jarvis street, are 
trying to remain positive 
about the situation. 

"We always have to look 
to the future. Wednesday 
brought horrible news for 
200 plus people. Hopefully 
we can turn this around,” 
says Koutroulakis. 

The business owner 
says there will be serious 
side effects from the clo¬ 
sure of the slots facility in 
Fort Erie and it will 
impact more than just 
local businesses—it will 
affect every person with¬ 
in the community. 

"Anytime you have lay¬ 
offs in a small town, 
everyone is affected. It 
affects restaurants, gro¬ 
cery stores and even the 
housing market.” 

But Koutroulakis says 
he believes the commu¬ 
nity could sustain its jobs 




Jonathon George, manager of the Clarion Hotel, says the closure of Fort Erie's slots facility will have a major impact on the com¬ 
munity. 


if the slots facil¬ 
ity was taken 
over and priva¬ 
tized by Nordic 
Gaming— the 
private compa¬ 
ny that owns 
the Fort Erie 
Race Track 
property and 
used to run it 
until the Fort 
Erie Live Racing 
Consortium 
took over. 

Although it’s 
still just an 
idea, 
Koutroulakis 
says he hopeful 
the slots facility 
might continue 
to operate after 
April. 

“There have 
been talk of this 
idea down the 
pipeline and 
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Opposition leader says privatization is the best solution 


Tim Hudak says closing 
the Fort Erie Racetrack slots 
is nothing short of 'devastat¬ 
ing' for his hometown. 

The leader of the official 
opposition at the provincial 
level spoke to the Times on 
Friday, to provide his 
thoughts on the Liberal gov¬ 
ernment's plans to eliminate 
hundreds of Jobs and possi¬ 
bly tens of thousands more 
when it cuts off funding to 
live-racing in Ontario next 

He referred to it as the 
"knockout blow" that will 
add to the Niagara region 
already having the second 
highest unemployment rate 
in Ontario at 10.2 per cent. 

"This is going to make it 
even worse," said Hudak. 

In the late 1990's when 
Hudak was Fort Erie's repre¬ 
sentative at Queen's Park, 
he was the provincial politi¬ 
cian of the day who brought 
the slots to Fort Erie under 
the formula that a percent¬ 
age of the revenues would 
benefit the racetrack. 

He doesn't want to see all 
this work go down the drain 



Tim Hudak 


under the watch of the cur¬ 
rent Liberal government. 

"Sadly, Dalton McGuinty 
wants to unravel that," said 
Hudak. 

The Ontario Progressive 
Conservative leader who 
was defeated in the race for 
premier in the October 2010 
election, says other ideas 
need to be considered and 
one that he has put on the 
table is the privatization of 
gaming sites in the prov- 

The government would 
still receive a percentage of 
revenues and act as a regu¬ 
lator, but people who know 
about the gambling industry 
and have the business "know 
how" to operate an efficient 


the potential negative 
impact people in the horse 
racing industry maybe faced 
with if a solution isn't found, 
is a personal matter for 
him. 

He knows many of their 
families and has visited the 
track's backstretch on a 
number of occasions to get 
a first-hand glimpse of what 
takes place behind the 
scenes at the border oval. 
He referred to anyone who 
works at the track as hard 


working, dedicated and full 
of knowledge. 

He expects it will be diffi¬ 
cult for them if the track 
closes, because the many 
skills they have, aren't com¬ 
monly transferable to other 
occupations in an office or 
factory setting. 

"If you're in that sector, 

painful for those families to 
go through," said Hudak. 

Like many others, Hudak 
also said the overall impact 


the closure of the slots and 
potentially the track in 2013, 
will cause many problems 
for Fort Erie. 

"I know the impact it's 
going to have on the town I 
was bom and raised in." 

His next step will be rally¬ 
ing the caucus to consider 
his option of seeking private 
investors to take over the 
operation of gaining sites in 
Ontario. 

"I'm not going to give up 
on this." 


product would be put in 
place to make things work. 

"I think it's just common 

approach to give it a try 
instead of giving up," said 
Hudak. 

He understands that 
things are a lot different 
than they were back when 
he was the area's member of 
provincial parliament... bor¬ 
der rules and regulations 
have changed and the gov¬ 
ernment has a large deficit. 

But that doesn't mean it's 
time to throw in the towel. 

"Before giving up and 
walking away, try this other 
option," said Hudak. 

For the Fort Erie native, 


Craitor regrets being 'unsuccessful 
up until this point 



Three Distinct Campuses 
On Outstanding School 

Choose the school that gives your child the best chance to get 
ahead. That’s what you’ll get at South Buffalo Catholic Schools. 
Diocesan elementary school students score as much as 35% higher 
on language arts and 22% higher on math than their public school 
peers, while 98% continue on to College! Find out for yourself.... 


JOIN US AT OUR OPEN HOUSES 

• \otre Dame Open House is Thursday March 22nd, 6:30pm - 8:30pm 


For a private tour please 
e-mailedbednarz@southbuffalocatholic.com 

ALL ARE WELCOME. FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT, 
WWW.SOUTHBUFFALOCATHQLIC.COM 


Kim Craitor wishes he 
could have done more for 
slots employees before this 
week's announcement. 

He also wishes he was 
able to provide more cer¬ 
tainty for people in the 
horse racing industry. 

"I've been unsuccessful," 
said Craitor. 

But that doesn't mean he 
hasn't tried. 

Before his government 
dropped its recommenda¬ 
tions to sever all finding to 
racetracks across the prov¬ 
ince and immediately close 
three of its slots facilities, 
Craitor says he was in the 



Kim Craitor 

midst of formulating a plan 
for the caucus to consider 
allowing racetracks to 
operate without slots sites 
attached to them. 

In the agreement that 
was struck when slots were 
introduced in 1999, it is 


ST JOSEPH GEUEBR'ATION DINNER 

March 24 th , 2012.7:00 pm 
Italo Canadian Club Sit Down Dinner 


Frittata con cipolle e piselli • Potato al forno 
• Tilapia Pizzaiola 


$ 25 ° 


PASTA NIGHT 

March 22 nd , 2012 

4:30 pm-7:30 pm 

All You Can Eat Pasta: Pasta & Meatballs 
Proceeds to Underwater Recovery 
Advanced Tickets $8.00 • At the Door $9.00 
Tike Out $7.00 
Open to the Public 


written that one cannot co¬ 
exist without the other. 

Craitor said he did what 
he could to get this re¬ 
evaluated and will contin¬ 
ue to do so. 

"I'm going to try and see 
if there's any this can be 
looked at or re-consid- 
ered," said Craitor. 

Gaming in Ontario was 
negatively impacted in 
2005 when the province 
passed a law that would 
eliminate smoking inside 
any establishment. In 2009, 
the Western Hemisphere 
Travel Initiative was 
formed and cross-border 
travellers became required 
to carry a passport when 
leaving and entering 
Canada. 

This also played a role in 
the amount of U.S. resi¬ 
dents that came to Fort 
Erie to enjoy the slots. 

"Since then, we've really 
had to rely on the local 
people," said Craitor. 

The Niagara Falls mem¬ 
ber of provincial parlia¬ 
ment recalled back to when 
gaming sites were first 
introduced and the idea of 
free alcoholic beverages 
and food was considered. 
He admitted that would be 
a way to attract visitors, 
but it in his opinion it 
would have too much of an 
impact on other local plac¬ 
es of business. 

"You could just imagine 
what every restaurant in 
town would say about 
that," said Craitor. 
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HBPA will do what it can to 
keep horse-racing alive 


From Page 3 

That's how one end of the 
industry can do its part, 
while the HBPA and other 
officials will work toward 
finding a solution. 

"We'll continue working 

side of the equation to see if 
there's anything we can do 
to keep the track open for 
future years," said Leslie in a 
phone interview with the 
Times. 

Like many others involved 
in the sport, Leslie is baffled 
by the suggestion from the 


province that severing all 
ties to an industry that 
employs 60,000 people 
across the province and cre¬ 
ating about 2,400 jobs at a 
possible casino in the 
Greater Toronto Area is a 
benefit. 

"Why would you cripple 
such an important and his¬ 
toric part of Ontario's rural 
communities?" 

The government receives 
75 per cent of the revenue 
generates from slots facili¬ 
ties, which equates to over 
one billion dollars per year. 

Eliminating this and the 
60,000 jobs in the industry, 


only with the expectation 
that a new gaming facility in 
the big city will alleviate the 
province's deficit, is a prob¬ 
lem for Leslie. 

"To me that's a hope, a 
wish and a maybe." 

Anthony Adamo has been 
at the track as a trainer and 
owner for the last 20 years 
and he is disappointed with 
the direction things seem to 
be heading in. 

The government is the 
government and they're 
going to do what they do. 
That doesn't change the fact 
that we're disappointed," he 


OLG 


changing 
its model 

From Page 2 

The lottery commission 
expects to continue reason¬ 
able financial contributions 
to the affected municipalities 
until March 31,2013, in order 
to assist with the transition. 
OLG also intends to continue 
to make reasonable payments 
to the operators of affiliated 
racetracks until Mar. 31, 2013, 
as long as live racing contin- 

"In order to be more respon¬ 
sive to our customers as we 
modernize our business, we 
will expand, relocate and con¬ 
tract OLG gaming sites. These 
three site closures are diffi¬ 
cult, but are an important first 
step. The discussions with key 
stakeholders regarding poten¬ 
tial relocations or new facili¬ 
ties will begin shortly. We will 
keep employees and the pub¬ 
lic up to date on our prog¬ 
ress," said Phillips. 

The Slots opened in 1999 
and currently hosts 401 
machines. In 2011, the slots 
had a revenue of $123 million 
and last year the site made 
$29 million. 

There are 210 employees at 
the facility. 


Want to control your gambling? 
OLG is working with counsellors 
to provide the help you may need. 


OLG offers a voluntary Self-Exclusion program 
and works with debt and treatment counsellors 
across Ontario to ensure our players have access 
to free and confidential support services. 



For more information about OLG’s voluntary Self-Exclusion program, visit KnowYourLimitxa. 




knowyourlimit.ca 











12 Fort Erie Times • Saturday, March 17,2012 


The Town of Fort Erie 

Fori*Erie 


1 Municipal Centre Drive, Fort Erie, ON, L2A 2S6 

(905)871-1600 • Fax (905) 871-4022 • www.torterie.on.ca 
EMERGENCY TELEPHONE INFORMATION 905-871-1600 
RADIO EMERGENCY INFORMATION 91.7 FM -105.7 FM - 610 AM 


Our Focus: Your Future 


PUBLIC NOTICES 


«) “FORT ERIE FIRE COMPANY #2 

presents the 4th Annual St. Patrick’s Day Breakfast 

Sunday, March 18th from 8am to 11am., at fire Station #2, 207 Jarvis st. Enjoy a hearty 
plate of eggs, sausage, pancakes and coffee, tea or juice for just $5.00! Thanks for sup¬ 
porting your local firefighters.” 


PUBLIC NOTICE 

SPEARS / HIGH POINTE 
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN / SECONDARY PLAN 

INFORMATION OPEN HOUSE 

TUESDAY, MARCH 27, 2012 
Material & Display Preview 6:30 PM 
Presentation and Q&A 7:00 to 8:00 PM 
ATRIUM & COUNCIL CHAMBERS - TOWN HALL 
1 MUNICIPAL CENTRE DRIVE, FORT ERIE 




Hi 




- :; l 

j sitymoui 



j SECONDARY PLAN AREA 
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i .......« _ t - 
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Residents, property owners, business owners and all interested citizens are invited to 
attend this Open House for the Spears / High Pointe Neighbourhood. The Town is under¬ 
taking the process of updating and formalizing the Neighbourhood Plan by way of Official 
Plan Amendment, commonly referred to as a Secondary Plan. The Plan will require adop¬ 
tion by Fort Erie Council and is subject to Regional Approval prior to forming part of our 
Official Plan. Once a Secondary Plan has been approved, it would serve as the guiding 
land use and policy document for the lands identified above. This is the first meeting in a 
series of public forums that provide attendees with an opportunity to: 

• Comment on the proposed Neighbourhood Concept Plan 

• Provide comments on key issues important to existing residents and 
stakeholders 

• Provide suggestions for consideration by staff during plan formulation 

Come out and help us shape the future of the Spears / High Pointe Neighbourhood. Town 
Council has made no decision on the proposed Secondary Plan. For further information 
please contact: 

Chris Millar, CPT, MCIP, RPP, Neighbourhood Planner 
Community and Development Services Department 
1 Municipal Centre Drive • Fort Erie, Ontario L2A 2S6 
(905) 871-1600 ext. 2503 • cmillar@town.forterie.on.ca 


(3) The Town of Fort Erie and 

Canadian Niagara Power Inc. 
encourage you to participate in 


EARTH HOUR 



Saturday, March 31, 2012 
from 8:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. 

Join cities and towns around the globe in sending a powerful national ai 
message that it’s possible to take action on global warning by: 

turning off the lights for one hour on Saturday, March 31,1 

Spread the word about Earth Hour 
to your neighbours, friends, family 
r n nTfrl~ n | r members and co-workers. 

r It:!. Its For further information check out 
www.earthhour.org 



EMPLOYMENT 


(11 FORT ERIE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Children’s and Teen Librarian 

The Fort Erie Public Library Board seeks a full time public library professional to 
coordinate and implement educational and recreational children’s and teen programs; and 
collection development of children's and teens materials. 

Minimum Educational/Experience Required: 

• Master of Library and Information Science degree from an accredited university 

• Two - three years related professional library and children's and teens services 
experience 

• Sound knowledge of collection analysis, collection development and collection 
management of children’s and teens reading and informational materials 

• Valid Driver’s License is required 

Duties/Responsibilities Include: 

• Plan, develop, promote and implement children's and teen information and 
programming service for multiple locations 

• Advise and assist library users in the selection of and access to services and 


• Purchases and monitors budget for children’s and teen materials and 

• Regularly performs information desk duties and circulation desk duty as needed 
Offers of employment will be conditional on the successful candidate providing at their 
own expense, a satisfactory criminal reference check prior to commencing employment. 
Further details available on the Library’s Website: www.forterie.library.on.ca 

DEADLINE DATE: FRIDAY, MARCH 30, 2012 AT 5:00 P.M. 

Email resume to: Maria Brigantino, Business Administrator 
email address: mbrigantino@forterie.library.on.ca 
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Join the Masons today 



SARAH FERGUSON Fort Erie Times 

Freemasons Jerry DeHus, Dave Plyley, Peter Kingston, Randy Bartlett, John Plyley and Jim Nigh 
held an open house at the Masonic Hall on Jarvis Street last weekend. The Freemasons are hop¬ 
ing to encourage men over the age of 21 to join freemasonry—one of the oldest fraternal organi¬ 
zations in the world. For more information about the club phone 905-871-1958. 


Homesick? 

We have the perfect cure for you. 
Wednesday. 



Fort Erie Times 

The New Home for Your Community 


“Canada’s Oldest Toyota Dealership 
Family Owned & Operated Since 1958” 

925 GARRISON ROAD., FORT ERIE 
PHONE: 905-871-7417 

• ®. TOYO ™ A 2008,2009, 
pinnacle award ^ 20 10 » 2011 


for excellence in customer satisfaction 


® TOYOTA 




It’s kind of a 
big deal. 



Qj)Did you know that Toyota has the most fuel-efficient passenger car lineup in Canada?* 




ONLINE • MOBILE 
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KRIS DUBE Fort Erie Times 

The Fort Erie Public Library's children's services co-ordinator Hazel Reinhart was thrown a retirement party recently by her colleagues at the library. She was also joined by Fluffy the 




Although our name has changed, many things will remain the same: company ownership with two decades of experience, 
qualified staff members, our monogram, physical office locations, mailing addresses and phone numbers, as well as our 
commitment to prioritizing our customers. 


As always, we excel in providing our 
clients with the following services: 

• Temporary & Contract Staffing 

• Executive Recruiting 

• Workforce Planning 

• Organizational Reviews 

• Project Management Solutions 

• Managed Services 

• Candidate Assessments 

• Background Verification Reports 


Our team of certified experts can address the 
needs of your specific industry: 

• Human Resources Strategic Consulting 

• Health, Safety and Wellness Consulting 

• Training and Development 

• Change Management and Turn Around 

• Relationship Management 

• Leadership Development 


We are pleased to announce that effective immediately, 
Erie Personnel Corporation will be known as 
Employment Professionals Canada 


WHERE TALENT meets OPPORTUNITY 
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Business professionals discuss importance of International Women's Day 


Local 

professional 
Joanne Brown 
speaks about 
the importance of 
women in the work 
force. 

Sarah Ferguson 

The Times 

Working in an industry 
typically dominated by men, 
Joanne Brown says she made 
her way to the top by with a 
little determination and 
hard work. 

The chief of international 
traffic at Fort Erie's Peace 
Bridge spoke to a crowd of 
about 160 people about 
working in an industry made 
of mostly men at the Greater 
Fort Erie Chamber of 
Commerce’s 7th annual net¬ 
working luncheon to cele¬ 
brate International Women’s 


She says it’s fantastic to 
have a day to celebrate 
women and to show how 
women have grown—espe¬ 
cially in the workforce. 

Brown was born and 
raised in Niagara Falls and 
she attended Niagara College 
where she studied law and 
administration. 

She joined the ranks of 
Canada Customs in May 
1983 as part of the summer 
student program and she 
was assigned to the Rainbow 
bridge in Niagara Falls. 

"I was a summer student 
officer and I just took to it." 

Brown went on to work in 
a full-time position at the 
Peace Bridge in Fort Erie 
serving various roles. As her 
career progressed, Brown 
was appointed chief of trav¬ 
eller operations at the Peace 
Bridge in 1999. 

"Every day is a different 
challenge and some are big¬ 
ger than others." 

Brown says it’s been tough 
for her to work as a manager 
at the Peace Bridge because 


most of the other employees 

“Sometimes you feel like 
you just don’t belong.” 

But that hasn’t stopped 
Brown from reaching the 
top—she says she has a good 
sense of humour she uses on 
the job. 

“I Don't want to make 
light of border operations 
but a sense of humour helps 
you get through the hard 
things you have to deal 

She adds that women 
bring an different element 
into the work place that men 
don’t have. 

“I think women make 
great managers. We bring 
something different to the 
table. We're better at multi¬ 
tasking and we had an emo¬ 
tional element that is almost 
always good." 

That’s not to say men 
aren’t excellent in the work¬ 
place either, says Brown. 

“Many men that are awe¬ 
some managers. I was influ¬ 
enced by a male manager 



SARAH FERGUSON Fort Erie Times 
Joanne Brown (middle) attended the Greater Fort Erie Chamber of Commerce's 7th annual net¬ 
working lunching last Friday with Carrie DiFruscio, superintendent and Jean D’Amelio Swyer, 
Canada Border Services Agency communications manager, to speak about being a woman and 
her role as chief of international traffic at the Peace Bridge. 


and I couldn’t have done it 
without him.” 

There’s a quote from 
famous writer that Brown 
says she believes to be true. 

“Maya Angelou said peo¬ 
ple forget what you said, 
what you did but they’ll 
never forget what you felt.” 


Brown says she feels as 
long as people feel they have 
the skills and the passion, 
they can achieve any goal 
they set out for themselves 
whether they are men and 
women. 

That's why Brown says she 
looks for opportunities to 


help other women—when 
she meets people who shares 
the same talent and passion 
for the job, Brown says she 
encourages and helps them 
to reach their goals. 

"Whether you're a man or 
a women, it's all about how 
you treat people." 



TD Canada Trust 


Pay a little more towards your 
mortgage each month 


Find out how to take advantage of new 
flexible mortgage features today. 

We know how important managing your mortgage is. 
We also know how important it is to live life to the 
fullest. That’s why a TD mortgage offers a range of 
flexible features that helps you balance both. 

Take our Payment Vacation. With it, you arrange to 
pre-pay a little more each month and work towards 
the opportunity to take time away from your mortgage 
payments when it benefits you the most . 1 Staying at 
home with a new baby, finishing that degree, taking a 
sabbatical or something else entirely - the choice is yours. 


' Banking can be this comfortable 
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OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 2-4PM 


OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 2-4PM 


Times on ice 


Fort Erie Team Euro Select Hockey Team took the Fort Erie Times with them to Denmark 
over the Christmas Break. This was described as an amazing experience for the whole 
team, who would like to thank everyone who supported its participation in the exchange 
program. 


KRIS DUBE Fort Erie Times 

Fort Erie Meteors Nik Passero and Cameron Fairgrieve hoped for a better season with the local 
Jr. B hockey club, but both feel focusing on the positive is important looking ahead to the future. 


Meteors are one big 
hockey family 


Atom House League Champs 


The Greater Fort Erie Minor Hockey League Atom Blackhawks are the Champions. After 
winning the Atom House Division the team will now move on to represent Fort Erie in the 
All Ontario Alliance Finals held in Woodstock in April. The team is (front row left to right) 
Carson Corsi, Liam loanidis, Gavin Sauer, Kaleb Thompson, Declan Carr, In the second row 
from left to right are Ian Skingley, Jake Boles. Conlan Kells, Andre Lafleur, Riley Gilmour, 
Ethan Janzen, Carson Walpole, Liam Solomon. In the back row from left to right are 
Braiden Sheldon, Asst. Jim Skingley, Head Coach Jonothan Solomon, assistant Rob 
loanidis, missing from photo is assistant coach Doug Gilmour. 


said Passero. 

Nik also said when the 
team's coaching staff and 
management tells its players 
what they can improve on, it 
shouldn't be taken personally 
because it's what they are 
there to do. 

"It's their Job. You can't get 
mad at them for yelling at 
you," said Passero. 

Also in their leadership 
roles, both feel it is important 
to help the younger players 
with finding their game 
because as they grow, their 
role with the club will become 
more and more important. 

'You have to keep every¬ 
body up and you can't harp 
on the young guys," said 
Fairgrieve. 

Considering many of the 
players are ail close friends 
off the ice as well, strategy 
and the team's overall game 
are a common topic of dis¬ 
cussion. 

"Once the season ends, it's 
tough to stop talking hockey," 
said Passero. 

Both players look forward 
to next year as they do every 
season and hope to improve 
the team's overall perfor- 

"Going into each season, 
we're always optimistic," said 
Passero. 


Kris Dube 

Fort Erie Times 

The Fort Erie Meteors are 
one big hockey family. 

Nik Passero and Cameron 
Fairgrieve are two of six local 
players who were on the Jr. B 
team's roster this year and 
despite it being another sea¬ 
son with many more losses 
than wins, both say it's impor¬ 
tant to focus on the positive. 

The Meteors finished with 
12 wins and 36 losses for the 
2011-12 regular season and 
were swept by the Niagara 
Falls Canucks in the opening 
round of the post-season. 


kk 

Sometimes it can 
be bad, but you 
have to remain 
positive.” 

— Cameron Fairgrieve 

"Sometimes it can be bad, 
but you have to remain posi¬ 
tive," said Fairgrieve, who can 
be considered one of the 
team's enforcers. 

Both Passero andFairgrieve 
are the team's assistant cap¬ 
tains, leading the team with 
captain Andrew Ansell, who 
has reached the 20-year-old 
age limit and won't be return¬ 
ing to the ice next year. 

The two forwards agree 
that all three have an impor¬ 
tant role in the locker room. 
Ansell is the nice guy and 
Fairgrieve can go back and 
forth between both roles, 
while Passero admits he 
won't hold back what he 
thinks and speaks his mind 
on the bench. 

'You need a good mix. If all 
three of us yell and scream 
nobody is going to listen," 


$219,900 - REDUCED! 

Completely renovated for the 
first time buyer with the family. 
Yes you can afford this home. 
Why rent to own? Seller is able 
to assist you with financing. 3 
bdrms, 2 baths, granite, patio off I 
' ' sn, deep lot. Come view! 


: I Ventresca s Rmc 

■ DTOKer Garden City Realty Inc., Brokerage 

J 905-651-2451 . 905-641-1110 


RIDGEWAY 

X) - Just Listed! Lovely 5 bdmn 
:er home in the heart of Ridgeway, 
al hardwood throughout, built-ins, 
9ft ceilings & double car garage workshop. 
Zoned residential or commercial if you’re 
looking for a home based business. For your 
personal tour please call 905-323-7056. 


rLL 
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classifiedextra.ca 



FULL OF SURPRISES! 
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only to the claims of which the undesigned shall 


Dated this 27* day of February, 2012 
rrister and Solicitor, P.O. Box 247,253 Niagara 


mi 


Coming A940 

United Vtfey 

RELAXATION CLASS 

24?'at M Ridgeway h Well¬ 
ness 905-894-1551 

NOW 

more than ever! 

Coming 

Events 

A940 


Crescent Park Lodge 
Spring Bazaar 

4 Hagey Ave. (behind D.M. Hospital) 
Saturday, March 24 "9 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
Baked Goods, Crafts, 

Trash & Treasure 


LOOKING FOR A NEW APPROACH 
TO CHILD AND FAMILY SERVICES? 

Come join us at the Fort Erie Nativi 
Friendship Centre Friday March 23 at II 


Mnaasged Child and Family Services 
Agency. They are an Aboriginal Agency 
that uses a holistic approach to Child and 
Family Services that is culturally based and 


classifiedextra.ca 


yourlifemoments. c 


1-866-541-6757 

milestones@yourlifemoments.ca 


Marking your milestones. Obituaries In Memoriam Thanks I Births ! Celebrations More 



^rthcoming/^irriages 


0p)irthday greetings 




We give your home 
special treatment 

Check 


STAG & DOE 



Jesse Savage & Steph Rotundo 
at the Fort Erie Golf Club 
Saturday March 24, 7pm 
Lots of food, games 
and amazing prizes!! 
Tickets $5.00 



(jom/€silesit/ 

In designing our facility, we wanted 
to ensure that families were provided 
with as may conveniences as 
possible. 


dividuals have complemented us 
formal chapel, spacious parking 
location and after se 
luncheons. 


We invite you to visit us to see our 
beautiful establishment for yourself 



St. Patrick’s Day 
Stag & Doe 

in honour of 

Jason Passero & Miranda Latam 

Fort Erie Golf Club 
(enter off Sunset) 

March 17,2012, 7 p.m. 

Food, games, prizes. 

Join the St. Paddy's 
Day Fun!! 
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yourlijhnoments. ca 


1-866-541-6757 

milestones@yourlifemoments.ca 


^)eaths 


Marking your milestones. 





mmfm. 


was a member of St. David’s United Church 

Park* Lodge for 1 their 3 patien 9 ce S and kindness 6 
A memorial service will be held in 


SME3M 


i memonam 


G »; 



In all thatWe hasglven me 
And all that's left to do, 

Than the time I spent with you. 


ass. 


Obituaries | In Memoriam | Thant s I Births I Celebrations I More 





r./ 


mom.ents.ca 


WM 1-866-541-6757 
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(box flaps must be 
able to close flat) 


The Box Sale will be held 
in the back warehouse. 
We supply the box. 


BOUKDFIHOT 


Zest Box Sale even 

frentendous 
selection of 
Children's Books 


No Dealers or Wholesalers 


Go to ourfacebook page for more details WWW.facebook.COm/BookDepOtRetailStore 
Win a Free Box of Books WWW.b00kdep0tb0X$ale.C0m 










